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India’s sports culture is un-
dergoing a significant trans-
formation, moving beyond
the traditional mindset of
participation to a strong fo-
cus on winning. 

This shift mirrors the suc-
cess of Indian professionals
in the global business land-
scape, reinforcing the belief
that Indian athletes, too, can
achieve international excel-
lence, said Vijay Amritraj, In-
dian tennis legend and
Founder of the Vijay Amrit-
raj Foundation.

A TURNING POINT

Speaking at the CII Confer-
ence on Mystic South in a
discussion with K Venugo-
pal, Chairman of Kasturi &
Sons Ltd, Amritraj stated
that Indian sports have
reached a turning point. 

“Gone are the days when
merely taking part was
enough; now, we strive to
win,” he said. The change is
evident across disciplines, as
Indian sports culture evolves
to embrace competitiveness
and excellence.

He further illustrated this
point by citing cricketing
icon Sachin Tendulkar. 

“No one asks Tendulkar
what he did for a living — his
legacy speaks for itself,” Am-
ritraj remarked underscor-
ing how elite Indian athletes
are now recognised for their
accomplishments rather
than needing validation.

AN AMAZING JOURNEY

Reflecting on his own jour-
ney, he added, “Personally, I
have lived in the US for years,

but my heart remains in In-
dia. I hold onto my Indian
passport with pride.”

Venugopal highlighted the
rapid commercial growth of
Indian sports, which is now
valued at $52 billion. 

He referred to a recent De-
loitte study, which projects
that the industry has the po-
tential to expand at an an-
nual rate of 14 per cent,
reaching $130 billion by
2030.

When asked what it would
take for sports other than
cricket to achieve similar
commercial success, Amrit-
raj credited cricket’s unpar-
alleled promotion across
multiple formats — Test
cricket, IPL, domestic
leagues like the Ranji Trophy,
and State-level tournaments
such as the Tamil Nadu
Premier League. 

CRICKET IS A RELIGION

“Cricket has seamlessly in-
tegrated into Indian culture.
In India, it is more than just a

sport; it is a religion,” he
noted. Amritraj also stressed
that true sporting success
demands unwavering com-
mitment from athletes. 

“It requires greater dedic-
ation than studying for an
exam or preparing for a job.

The sacrifices—sleepless
nights, intense training, and
relentless discipline — are
immense,” he explained.

‘NO RISK, NO GAIN’

Despite these e�orts, only
one per cent of athletes make
it to the top. 

“However, Amritraj en-
couraged young
sportspeople to embrace the
challenge. 

“As the saying goes, ‘No
risk, no gain.’ True champi-
ons view pressure as a priv-
ilege,” he said.

ON CHENNAI OPEN

Amritraj lauded the State
government for its support
to sports. 

“Tamil Nadu, for instance,
has been exceptionally pro-
active in promoting tennis.
They are keen to bring back
the Chennai Open, and I am
actively working toward
making that happen,” the
tennis legend said.

‘India’s sporting landscape shifting
from participation to winning’
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SPORTING A CHANGE. Tennis legend Vijay Amritraj with 
K Venugopal, Chairman, Kasturi & Sons Ltd, during a session at
Mystic South Global Linkages Summit, organised by the CII in
Chennai on Monday BIJOY GHOSH 

The Indian manufacturing
sector is experiencing sim-
ilar advantages that the
global Information Techno-
logy (IT) services saw in the
past with India emerging as a
hub for Industry 4.0, B
Santhanam, CEO Asia-Pa-
cific & India region, Saint-
Gobain, said on Monday.

“We are increasingly see-
ing a kind of ‘talent cost ar-
bitrage’ that the IT services
saw in the past, in Industry
4.0. Today, North American
or European factories are
not able to get talent there.
The talent is available here,
especially in South India.
The global needs of engin-
eering, R&D and Industry 4.0
can be done out of India,” he
said. 

He was speaking at a
fireside chat, as part of the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII)’s Mystic South
Global Linkages Summit
2025 in Chennai. 

‘NEED FASTER GROWTH’

Santhanam noted that there
is an opportunity today
where global factories can be
managed out of Chennai,
something like a business
services arm for manufactur-
ing entities. 

“If India has to grow 5x in
the next 23 years, the South
has to grow much faster. The
region is extensively manu-
facturing and construction-
led. If India has to reach $20
trillion by 2047, then South
has to be $6-7 trillion with
more than one-third of this
in manufacturing/construc-

tion,” he said. The region’s
Global Capability Centre
(GCC) ecosystem, educa-
tional institutions and the
manufacturing sector will
help them reach the target,
he added. 

Vir S Advani, Chairman
and Managing Director, Blue
Star India, said that India, es-
pecially the South, needs to
invest more in advanced
technologies to be able to
compete globally and meet
quality standards of the
Western markets. 

“Without technologies
such as Internet of Things
(IoT) and full traceability of
components, it is di�cult to
scale globally and take mar-
ket share away from global
competition,” he said. 

He also emphasised the
need to improve productiv-
ity of the Indian manufactur-
ing workforce - both blue
collar and managerial. 

“We have to accept that we
are going to keep growing
the labour workforce but we
need to do that along with
leapfrogging productivity.”
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Asia-Pacific & India region,
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South poised to be
Industry 4.0 hub for the
globe: Saint-Gobain CEO

South India is emerging as a
frontrunner in sustainability
and future mobility, with
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
leading the way in renewable
energy and electric vehicle
manufacturing, said R
Mukundan, Vice-President,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) & MD & CEO,
Tata Chemicals Ltd.

GROWTH SAGA

“With Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka generating over
22 GW of wind and solar
power and Tamil Nadu
spearheading electric two-
wheeler and auto compon-
ent manufacturing, South
India is well-positioned for
sustainable growth,” he said
while speaking at the CII
Mystic South Global Link-
ages Summit 2025.

Sustainable industrialisa-
tion is non-negotiable. In-
vestments in solar energy,

green hydrogen, and other
renewable sources will be vi-
tal for South India’s pro-
gress. Strengthening EV in-
frastructure and fostering
industry-policy collabora-
tions will be key to enhan-
cing the region’s global com-
petitiveness in sustainable
technologies, he added.

Highlighting South India’s
financial and economic
transformation, Mukundan
underscored the significance

of seamless credit access and
strong fiscal policies in
achieving the region’s ambi-
tious $10 trillion economy
target. 

“Strategic investments
and industrial expansion will
be crucial in driving India’s
economic momentum, while
fostering innovation and en-
trepreneurship. Public-
private partnerships are also
reshaping development by
ensuring e�ciency in infra-

structure, manufacturing,
and renewable energy sec-
tors,” he said. The global
trade corridor passes right
through South India—lever-
aging this strategically can
propel economic growth. 

“With its longest coastline
among global regions, South
India holds a geographic
edge in trade and economic
growth,” said R Dinesh, Im-
mediate Past President, CII
& Executive Chairman, TVS
Supply Chain Solutions Ltd.

“South India’s unique
strengths in manufacturing,
technology, and human cap-
ital give it a strategic edge.” 

R Nandini, Chairperson,
Southern Region, CII & MD,
Chandra Textiles, high-
lighted the region’s eco-
nomic contributions. “South
India accounts for 31 per
cent of India’s GDP and at-
tracts 40 per cent of FDI in-
flows,” she said.

A report, ‘2047 Southern
Odyssey: Powering Ahead to
a $10 Trillion Economy,’ was
unveiled at the summit. 
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ROADMAP TO GROWTH. (from left) N Lakshmi Narayanan,
Chancellor, Krea University; TT Ashok, Chairman, CII Mystic
South 2025; R Mukundan, V-P, CII; and R Nandini, Chairperson, 
CII Southern Region, in Chennai on Monday BIJOY GHOSH 

With sustainability at its core, 
South India eyes a $10 t economy 
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